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The cartoon on the front cover is taken from the Lanercost
Cartulary which contains the early charters, including the
founding charter, of Lanercost Priory.

Welcome to Our Benefice
Thank you for your interest in us. We hope that the following pages will give you an
insight into our benefice, the parishes within it, our churches, ourselves and the
communities in which we live, and our aspirations for the future. Finally we tell you a
little about what we are looking for in you and why we think that this might be just the
post you are looking for. One thing that we hope does come through is that most of
us live here because we really want to, whether we are part of a family that has been
here for generations or have moved into the area more recently and have been
welcomed into and become part of the community.
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Introduction
The Benefice lies at the northern end of the Pennines, close to the Scottish border, north
and east of the busy market town of Brampton. It is a predominantly rural area of great
beauty, straddling Hadrian’s Wall and lying largely to the north of the A69 Carlisle
Newcastle road. It contains a small number of villages together with a scattering of
smaller settlements and isolated farms and dwellings. It is an area of significant historical
interest.
Its is planned that the Benefice will join with the neighbouring Eden, Gelt and Irthing
Benefice to become a Mission Community as part of the ecumenical Cumbria-wide God
for All strategy with a House for Duty priest appointed to serve this Benefice.
The benefice offers:
v A rural area of great beauty
v Three good to outstanding C of E primary schools with good opportunities for
involvement
v A nucleus of commitment to the Church
v Attractive church buildings, including one Grade I listed church of significant
historic and artistic interest
with opportunities / challenges for:
v Building relationships across the community
v Outreach to families, young people and the rural community
v Active co-operation with the neighbouring benefice (Eden, Gelt and Irthing) and
other denominations
v Developing lay mission, ministry and leadership

The Benefice
The benefice contains four churches:
(1) St Mary Magdalene, Lanercost – otherwise known as Lanercost Priory – a
Grade I listed building standing within a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
(2) St Mary’s, Walton.
(3) St Cuthbert’s, Nether Denton.
(4) St Mary Magdalene, Gilsland

Parishes
The benefice currently contains three parishes. Lanercost and Walton, originally
separate parishes, have a united PCC. Gilsland and Nether Denton each have a PCC.
v Lanercost with Kirkcambeck, Lees Hill and Walton lies at the western end of
the benefice.
v Gilsland lies at the eastern end of the benefice, running up to and across the
border between Cumbria and Northumberland. The Church of St Mary
Magdalene lies to the north of the village of Gilsland, close to Gilsland Spa and
on the edge of the Spadeadam Waste. The churchyard for the former Saxon
church at Upper Denton (the oldest standing building in Cumbria) is in the
responsibility of Gilsland PCC.
v Nether Denton lies in the south of the benefice, between Lanercost and Gilsland.
The church of St Cuthbert sits on the site of a Roman fort, one of the Stanegate
forts.
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There are no benefice-wide governance structures in place at the moment, but we
currently hold regular united benefice services (on fifth Sundays in the month). There is a
monthly prayer group, a Worship Leaders’ Group, a Lent Study Group, Mothers’ Union
and we also produce a bi-monthly benefice newsletter (Writings on the Wall). With the
advent of the Mission Community there will be significant scope for working together
across both the Benefice and the wider Mission Community, particularly in terms of
mission and outreach.

Communities
The benefice contains a number of distinct communities centred on the villages of
Gilsland, Walton and Low Row with smaller communities at Lanercost, Banks,
Kirkcambeck, West Hall and Chapelburn.
There are village halls at Lanercost, Walton, Gilsland and Low Row.

Staffing
Across the benefice there are two retired clergy with PTO, one Commissioned Lay
Minister and a Reader who share in the conduct of services across our churches. With
the introduction of the Mission Community there will also be administrative support.
Other members of our churches also take some services, including a churchwarden at
Nether Denton who currently conducts three services a month.

Pattern of Services
Sunday services are held weekly in Lanercost Priory at 11:00 a.m., alternating between
Holy Communion and Morning Worship. A mid-week Communion service is held at 10:00
am on a Wednesday.
At Walton there is a service at 11:00 am on the first Sunday in the month alternating
between an Anglican-led and a Methodist-led service, with a Café Church at 2:30 pm on
the last Thursday in the month.
At Gilsland there is a 9:30 am service of Holy Communion on the first Sunday in the
month, Morning Worship on the fourth Sunday of the month and a 10:00 ‘Sunday at 10’ in
the Village Hall on the third Sunday.
At Nether Denton there are 9:30 services each Sunday, Morning Worship on the first
Sunday, Morning Worship from BCP on the second Sunday, Holy Communion on the
third Sunday and an informal service in the Village Hall on the fourth Sunday.
When there is a fifth Sunday in the month a United Benefice Service rotates around the
four churches.

Policies
v Baptism: Needs and requests for baptisms are catered for on demand. A number of
couples who were married in one of the churches often request baptism of their
children in the same church. So far as it is possible, baptism is carried out as part of
the morning service.
v Marriage: Particularly in the case of the Priory there are a number of requests for
marriage either because of a family connection or for historical reasons, otherwise
most marriages have a partner resident in the parish. There is no stated policy
regarding remarriage of divorced people, and this has taken place. Our minsters
follow the advice to clergy concerning marriage and the divorced that accompanies
Canon B30.
v Confirmation: There is no specific policy concerning confirmation. This and the
preparation take place according to requirements
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v Attitude to women’s ministry/ordination: There is no objection to the ordination or
to the exercise of ministry by women. In recent times, two licensed ministers and a
curate have been women.
v Attitudes to change: In all four churches, services tend to follow Common Worship
liturgy. Some Fresh Expressions of Church have been explored, such as Sunday@10
and Café Church. Some parishioners are cautious in their attitudes to change.

Our Schools
The three primary schools within the benefice are all C of E.
Lanercost C of E Primary School (~70 pupils) is attended mostly by children from
Brampton and the surrounding area. Lees Hill C of E School also serves local children
and includes a mission chapel. Gilsland has its own C of E Primary School (~40 pupils),
although the Northumberland side of the village is also served by Greenhead C of E
School.
There are close links with our schools, involvement in school assemblies, monthly
Collective Worship in church with many parents attending, other special services and
displays boards in the Priory of the pupils’ RE work.
There are currently no Sunday Schools.
There is a large comprehensive school in Brampton – the William Howard School – with
an extensive catchment area.

Ecumenical
Cumbria is an ecumenical county in that it is a Covenanted Partnership in an Extended
Area (CPEA). The Diocese of Carlisle is in full covenant with the Methodist Church, the
United Reformed Church and the Salvation Army with other denominations joining in on a
somewhat looser basis.
The parishes in the benefice have traditionally had close links with other churches. At
Walton, on the first Sunday of every month, the service alternates between an Anglicanled and a Methodist-led one.
In Lanercost there have traditionally been strong links with the Methodists and in Gilsland
the annual Lambing Service is held jointly with the Methodist congregation.
Links are being strengthened with the United Reformed Church in Brampton in the
context of the proposed Mission Community.

Vision Statement and Mission Action Plan
There is great scope, particularly in the context of the proposed Mission Community, for
enhancing the vision and plans of the individual churches into something more
comprehensive and effective, working in co-operation with each other and with our
neighbouring benefice centred on Brampton.
Working co-operatively will allow us to best determine where to base some of our efforts.
So, for example, our work with young people (in addition to our work with schools) will be
concentrated on Brampton with the establishment of a youth centre and a Network Youth
Church post. Lanercost has traditionally had a ministry to the many visitors that we see
each year.
A key part of the God for All strategy, with its aim that by 2020 every person in
Cumbria of all ages and backgrounds will have had an opportunity to discover
more of God and God’s purpose for their lives, is a much increased role for the laity in
mission, ministry and leadership.
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The Nature of the Post
You would be joining us at a key point in our future as we transition to becoming part of a
Mission Community, working with the other parishes and churches across that
community, including with our Methodist and United Reformed Church brothers and
sisters.
As part of that transition we expect to see a much greater emphasis on reaching out to
those who are currently outside our churches, looking at new and imaginative ways of
bringing about God for All.
Over the last few years we have, for a variety of reasons, seen a decline in our
congregations – generally due to people dying or moving away. We are keen to reverse
that trend. The Priory still draws a reasonable congregation with scope to grow numbers
back to former levels, however the other three churches are struggling to maintain
numbers.

Role Description
We are looking for a priest to join us on a house-for-duty basis to become priest-in-charge
of our benefice as we make the transition to become part of a Mission Community. The
God for All strategy calls for us to establish local leadership (generally lay) in each of our
churches so that the burden of serving our four churches does not fall completely on ‘the
vicar’.
Our priest-in-charge will work in partnership with the leadership in our individual
churches, but also with clergy across the Mission Community. As part of forming the
Mission Community we will be looking at the possibility of forming a joint benefice across
the whole.
In addition to Eucharistic ministry key aspects of the role will include the discernment and
development of the laity for mission, ministry and leadership, creating and growing
disciples, community engagement.

Person Specification
We are looking for someone:
v An inspirational faith
Who has both a strong faith and a strong desire to communicate that faith to all of
us. Someone who by word and example is an inspiration not only to regular
churchgoers but also to those who we seldom if ever see in our churches,
someone who can help us grow in faith and live by that faith in our daily lives.
v Leadership
With the qualities and experience needed to help us achieve our ambitions to
grow individually and as a church – ‘to grow God’s Kingdom’. To do this you will
need to be able to work collaboratively with many of us, developing ‘discipleship’
and lay mission, ministry and leadership. Together, and with God’s help, we
need to be able to articulate a clear way forward and act decisively to achieve our
aims.
v Fellowship
Who can build personal links not only within our church communities (of all
denominations) but also with the wider community and with others across our
deanery and diocese. Someone who participates actively across the whole
community. Someone who can help us overcome difficulties and differences to
work together in friendship and fellowship to do God’s work.
v Youth
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Who can relate well to young people and is happy actively to involve themselves
with our schools, their staff, children and parents.
v Faith
In terms of our traditions we are neither high nor low, though we subscribe to an
orthodox understanding of the faith. We seek someone who is comfortable with a
variety of forms of worship. We are happy to try the new, but we also need to
support the traditional.
v Vision
Coupled with their inspirational and leadership qualities, we need someone with
the vision to help us move forward as part of the Mission Community and active
participants in the God for All strategy.
v Sharing the strain
We need someone with the energy to accomplish a great deal, a sense of
humour to help us all laugh together and the ability to delegate well. We also
need someone who knows how and when to relax.
v Practical
You (and, if appropriate, your family) will need to be happy living in a rural
community. A car (and the ability to drive) is almost essential.
v Musical interest
A musical interest would be desirable. It would be good to rebuild a choir at the
Priory and to further stimulate the Priory as a musical venue.

The Vicarage
The Vicarage is at Lanercost, within the grounds of Lanercost Priory, adjacent to the
Priory Church. It includes a pele tower which is believed to have been built to house
Queen Margaret on Edward I’s last visit to Lanercost in 1306.
On the ground floor there is a large entrance hall
with a carved wooden staircase leading to the
first floor. The Vicar’s study (which also acts as
the parish office) is entered directly from the hall
to the left, as is the dining room to the right. The
entrance hall also leads into a sitting room, in the
base of the tower. A corridor to the right of the
hall leads to the kitchen and a cloakroom. A
cupboard off the corridor houses the oil-fired
central heating boiler and an airing cupboard.
The kitchen has an oil-fired Aga.

7

On the first floor there is a passageway through to a bedroom in the tower, with a
staircase up to two further bedrooms on the top floor of the tower. There are three further
bedrooms on the first floor, of which the master bedroom is en-suite. There is also a
family bathroom.
There is a secluded, lawned garden behind the vicarage, together with a kitchen garden
and orchard beyond the Priory ruins, accessible from the back garden.

Lanercost and Walton
Lanercost
The parish of Lanercost, despite the size of its
Priory Church, contains no large settlements.
There are a few houses relatively close to the
Priory, a larger settlement up the hill at Banks
and small settlements at West Hall and
Kirkcambeck, otherwise people live scattered
across the parish in isolated farms and houses.

The community
The medieval Dacre Hall, adjacent to the Priory, is in regular use by local organizations,
and is considered an ideal setting for hosting art exhibitions, craft fairs, wedding
receptions and country dances. Recent renovation of the kitchen and the installation of a
new staircase with chair-lift for disabled access, together with new toilet facilities, have
greatly improved our village hall’s amenities.
Lanercost Cricket Club, whose ground is adjacent to the Priory churchyard, hosts
matches with local teams throughout the summer. The pavilion is home to a thriving
Social Club following the closure of our local pub.

Lanercost Priory
The Priory Church of St Mary Magdalene is more than a much-loved parish church. Our
church is the nave of the original monastic church. Lanercost Priory was founded, as an
Augustinian monastery, in 1169 by Robert de Vaux in memory of his father Hubert de
Vaux (our patron, Philip Howard, is a direct descendent of Hubert).
The Priory sits a few hundred metres from Hadrian’s Wall. It is
clear that much of the stone for its construction came from the
Wall – it is not too difficult to spot centurial stones in the structure.
The Priory also acts as a venue, hosting musical and other
events.

The Congregation
The congregation at Lanercost is drawn roughly equally from
people who live in the parish and those who live in Brampton and
further afield. Typical Sunday attendance is currently of the order
of 20-30 people but was previously somewhat greater. We would
hope to regrow numbers again. There are 87 people on the
electoral roll.
There are times when the congregation swells considerably, partly for special festivals,
but also for baptisms, weddings and funerals. There are over 30 people who attend
services at Lanercost on a regular or semi-regular basis. There are probably in excess of
60 people who will attend services at least four times a year. The regular congregation
includes very few young people and has not done so for some time.
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Our visitors
Every year many thousands of people of all nationalities visit the Priory and, judging by
their written comments, are greatly affected by the atmosphere of peace and solace as
they step inside. Our mission to visitors is important to us and we strive constantly to
improve our offering of welcome to them – our church is open every day of the year. We
have an attractive gift stall and from Easter through to the Autumn volunteers man the gift
stall and, more importantly, provide a welcome and answer questions. The gift stall is
also an important source of income to assist in the maintenance of this impressive
building.
See also: www.lanercostpriory.org.uk.

Walton
Walton is a very ancient parish situated between the Cambeck and Kingwater rivers,
bounded on the north by Walton Moss and to the south by the Hadrian's Wall Path. The
village is very attractive with a village green and with a mixture of old and modern
housing. It is situated 2 miles north of Brampton.
The size of the parish is 230 persons with most of these living in the village. There is a
good community spirit with the Women's Institute, Young Farmers’ Club and other
activities in the Village Hall. Amenities include a Post Office and a Children's Play Area.
Our younger children are served by Lees Hill C-of-E School which has an excellent
reputation and is encouraged to use the church for services and concerts.
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St Mary’s Church, Walton
St. Mary's Church is in the middle of the village and there has been a church on this site
since the 11th century. The present building dating from 1869 was designed by Paley
and Austin. In recent years we have carried out pointing to the south and west walls,
electrical rewiring, the installation of a new heating system, redecoration and renovation
of the organ.

Gilsland
The Parish
Gilsland Parish straddles the Northumberland Cumbria border and consists of a small
village of approximately 500 people with a large hinterland of upland farms stretching 13
miles north from the southern boundary, the A69. The village is still very much a “living
village” and not just a dormitory for commuters. The village hall is the hub of the
community, hosting many activities and events.
Main employers in the village are a road white-lining firm and the Gilsland Hall
Hotel. There are also a number of self-employed traders, numerous small farms and a
number of B&B’s catering for the many visitors to Hadrian’s Wall. The Electronic Warfare
Tactics Facility at RAF Spadeadam and DNV GL, a large-scale fire, explosion and blast
research/testing establishment, fall within the parish boundary.

Ecumenical
The relationship between the congregations of the Methodist Chapel and the church is
cordial, there is potential for a closer association between us.

Church Building
St Mary Magdalene, Gilsland Parish church is situated about ¾ mile outside the village
centre. It is a conveniently small, single aisled, Victorian structure with a small vestry. It is
much loved and has been maintained in good condition. It is kept open during the hours
of daylight and attracts many visitors who value its quietness and serenity. The
graveyard is still in use and frequently visited by the bereaved.
There is no running water or drainage. A composting toilet is available.
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The Congregation
There is a PCC of five and a small regular congregation of around eight which is
considerably augmented for special services . There are 17 on the electoral role. All but
one of the current congregation are now retired.
Annually there are usually 2 or 3 baptisms held as part of a non-communion family
service and 3 to 4 funerals. There is usually at least one wedding a year – sometimes
more.
As a church community we try to combine care for each other and those we know in the
village with an outward-looking ethos, supporting local food-banks and homeless
facilities. We run regular community events which are well attended and appreciated,
especially by the more elderly, and fundraise for world charities. We enjoy the support of
many in the village for these activities and see this as one way of drawing people into our
church community and, perhaps, into the worship.

Nether Denton
The Place and the people
The Parish of Nether Denton which lies about 3 miles to the east of the small town of
Brampton, is bisected by the A69 and the railway which both link Carlisle (14 miles) and
Newcastle (45 miles). Hadrian’s Wall runs about a mile to the north. The area is mainly
sheep and cattle farmland and slopes down to the beautiful River Irthing which is rich in
wildlife. The main settlement in the parish is the village of Low Row with the hamlets of
Chapelburn to the east and Low Houses to the south.
Like many rural parishes Nether Denton has lost most of its former services and
institutions, with only the village hall (known as the Taylor Institute) surviving. The year
2016 saw the creation of a community park area which is well used. For schooling,
parents mainly drive their 5-11 year olds to Lanercost or Gilsland and a school bus takes
most of the older students to William Howard School, Brampton.
There are about 150 households in the parish and a population around 300. The only
employment in the parish is farming, the service station and Spar on the A69 road,
stabling, and some bed and breakfast accommodation. Outside the parish, Brampton and
Carlisle provide the main sources of employment and a number of people work in
tourism, particularly on Hadrian’s Wall. A car is essential for commuting to work and most
residents are dependent on their own cars or being offered lifts.
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St Cuthbert’s Church and Worship
The church is located in the hamlet of Chapelburn (which is just over a mile from Low
Row, the main centre of population). The church stands on the ground of an unexcavated
Roman fort built on the Stanegate, an ancient road crossing the country from east to west
and pre-dates Hadrian’s Wall. A church stood on this site prior to 1157 AD. The church
was rebuilt in 1870. In the last 20 years, it has been rescued from closure by the raising
of some £86,000 principally to repair the roof and replace the heating system. Since then,
a toilet facility has been fully kitted out and the old organ interior removed to enlarge the
vestry.
There are 23 on the electoral roll. Special services attract a larger attendance. In 2017
there was one baptism and one funerals. Casual visitors to the church remark on its
unique rural position, peace and good upkeep.
As an outreach venture, one service per month is being held in the village hall in Low
Row. At the request of a majority of the congregation, a service per month is based on
the Book of Common Prayer.

The Future
The church building is kept in good order (work prompted by quinquennial inspection
completed last year) but funds to maintain it and the amount which can be afforded in
offering to the diocese are decreasing sharply. There is a will for outreach to the local
community but, in common with many other small rural churches, we lack the means to
follow up on the development of new Christians. The energy of the PCC is largely taken
up maintaining the status quo rather than initiating outreach. The PCC is looking forward
positively towards being part of the Brampton Mission Community.
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